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SUBJ: REMARKS TO THE PRESS BY ASST SEC ATHERTON AT BEN GURION 
AIRPORT BEEORE LEAVING TO CAIRO, EEB 28, 78 

1. FOLLOWING ARE REMARKS TO THE PRESS BY ATHERTON AT B-G 
AIRPORT BEEORE LEAVING TO CAIRO, TUESDAY MORNING, FEB 28: 

2. Q: (ISRAELI NEWS REPORTS SAY THAT YOU WILL END YOUR 
SHUTTLE NEXT WEEK BECAUSE NO PROGRESS IS BEING MADE...) 

WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? 

3. A: WELL, IVE SAID FROM THE BEGINNING THAT I PLAN TO 
CONTINUE THE EFEORTS WITHOUT ANY TIME LIMIT. I WILL 
OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON A EEW DAYS BEFORE 
PM BEGIN'S VISIT. SO THAT CREATES A POINT AT WHICH ILL HAVE 
TO GO BACK TO WASHINGTON, BUT AT THIS POINT THATS THE 

ONLY DEADLINE I HAVE IN TERMS OF MY MISSION, WHICH CONTINUES, 

AND I THINK WERE IN A PROCESS AND WE'RE DOING GOOD WORK AND 
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WE'RE GOING TO CONTINUE WORKING AT IT. 

4. Q: DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU RETURN TO CAIRO WITH A GOOD 
BASIS TO CONTINUE THE PROGRESS? 

5. A: OH, I THINK SO. I THINK I HAVE THE BASIS TO CONTINUE 
THE EFFORTS: I'M NOT IN A POSITION - WHICH I'VE SAID MANY 
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TIMES - TO GET INTO THE DETAILS OR THE SUBSTANCE, BUT LET ME 
SAY THAT I'LL BE COMING BACK IN A DAY OR TWO AND I JUST URGE 
YOU ALL TO BE PATIENT. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT AND COMPLICATED 
PROCESS BUT IT'S GOING EORWARD. 

6. Q: MR ATHERTON, YOU SAID A COUPLE OF DAYS AGO THAT YOU 
BELIEVE ONLY THAT ISRAEL.. ..(INAUDIBLE). DO YOU STILL BELIEVE 
IN THAT? AT LEAST THAT WAS WRITTEN IN THE PAPERS HERE. 

7. A: I AM SORRY, I DIDN'T HEAR THE QUESTION. 

8. Q: THE QUESTION IS: A COUPLE OE DAYS AGO, IT WAS PUBLISHED 

IN THE PAPERS THAT YOU SAID THAT ONLY IE ISRAEL AGREES TO EULL 
RETREAT OUT OE SINAI, THERE IS A CHANCE EOR A PEACE TREATY IN 
THE AREA. DO YOU STILL BELIEVE IN THAT? 

9. A: WELL, EIRST OE ALL, I'M NOT GOING TO CONEIRM THAT THAT 
IS WHAT I SAID. THERE'RE LOTS OE THINGS WRITTEN AND I WOULD 
CAUTION AGAINST BELIEVING EVERYTHING THAT IS ATTRIBUTED TO 
ME. I'M NOT GOING TO GET INTO THE SPECIEICS OE WHAT WE'RE 
DISCUSSING BUT I WOULD SIMPLY SAY THAT WE RE GOING TO GO ON 
WITH THE EEEORT. 

10. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. LEWIS 
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